
5 MINUTES wrH KARTTHoRNToN

irstly, what is the role of
The Grey Man?
They do deal with

inf rastructure and projects
overseas as kids are rescued,
but their main functional role is
in the rescue and intelligence
and covert operations to
try and find where kids are
being trafficked from and to
in Asia. They're dealing, on

Big-Heafted Warrior
As a recently appointed board member of Big Heart Project and the defensive tactics trainer to
operatives of The Grey Man, Karl Thornton from Modern Defensive Tactics Australia puts his
Black-belt skills to good - albeit dangerous - use, travelling in and out of Asia working to free
children enslaved by paedophilia and prostitution. Thornton plays a pivotal part in these non-
g0vernment organisations which, unsupported by the government, operate as 'rogue' crusaders
throughout Thailand and Cambodia. With only a few days notice before each 'rescue', Thornton is
always ready to go.
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the side, with a bit of a smear
campaign. Like anything, we
knew it was going to happen
eventually - if they can't get
you in one way, they'll try to
get you in another way.

Who are'they'?
Without going into it, Ihe

Australian ran a story and it was
basically a smear campaign.
One of the organisations, which
is funded by American-based
companies and was supposed
to look after a certain region,
was not doing what it was
supposed to do. The Grey
Man came in and effected
an 'operation' or rescue and
because we're non-funded -its all volunteers going over
and doing it - the organisation
that is funding this organisation
was not too happy. They said:
'Hang on, wete paying you

$250,000 a year to look after
this area, how come you didn't
know what was going on yet
The Grey Man comes to the
rescue?' So they've been
discredited in a way by saying
'lt never really happened,
labuse isl still happening in the
villagel But we've got tip-offs
from different locations that
are secure. We're not going
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to blow them off just to try to
fight against lthose launching
the smear campaignl, so we
just let it go and hopefully it will
eventually wash its way over.

What do you do forThe
Grey Man?

l'm sort of an independent,
and what I mean bV that is

my organisation, MDTA, we
attain the operatives forThe
Grey Man, but we also go
over lto Asia] ourselves. We're
not actually a part of The Grey
Man - although I am The Grey
Mans defensive specialist and
train their personnel. MDTA try
and stay a little independent

and separate from them, the
reason being that I also work
with other NGOs. l'm now
the director of another rescue
operation called the Big Heart
Project, and they're mainly out
of Cambodia. Again, they are
set up where they have facilities
in place to educate, and they
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call the 'lock-ups' and that is
where kids are baslcally kept in
settings no bigger than a dog
box - broken down and raped
and tortured, trained to be
sold off and for the purposes
they're there for.

ln the media you see the
A or 'B' versions. You don't
hear that they lace these kids'
water with amphetamines
to get them working harder
and faster, and when they're
not good anymore they're
either tossed out or buried in

a shallow grave. These are the
kind of things that happen over
there.You know it's hard. l'll
give you a slight 'C' version.
For example, a virgin is always
worth a lot more, not just
when they're sold, because
90 per cent of the time they
are sold as virgins. Obviously
over time, the buyers -or the clients - who are
paedophiles, they're not
stupid. So the pimps/traffickers
have a process where they will
try to stitch these kids back
up, to be like a virgin. And
these people say, 'lf the child
heals and everything's all right,
great, we'll make some money
off them' but if infection sets
in, then that's the end of them.

Do you ever contact the
children after they have been
rescued?

We all have different ways
of dealing with it. I have kids
myself, and I like to keep some
sort of distance from the
children we save. I look at what
I do at this end of it, and I don't
want to see what happens at
the other end of it. lf I see too
much of that, they may intrude
on what I do on this side of it.
Eventually one day though, yes,

I will be involved in the end
product. At the last raid, we got
the girls to the police station,
then that's it - we get out of
the country.

When we grab these
children and I see the looks
on their faces, that's why I do
it. And that's not to say it's
always a smile. These children
are all scared of adults - they
don't trust them. But I know,
from there, things will be
better for them. r

For information on MDTA
training and the ArmchairWarrior
progra m, y/bif www.mdta.com.
au. For more information on
helping combat child slavery in

Asia, vi s it www.thegreyman.org
and www.bigheartproject.org

ffi
stsl
#=

#
ffi

ffi

Effi


